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As Initial Cain Offerings continue to disrupt traditignal ways of capital raising, ICQ HeadStart
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y' Is ensuring that backers get exactly what they pay for.

s any digital-savvy investor would know; Initial

Coin Offerings or ICOs have eme‘fged as one

of the biggest hot topics in cryptocurreney.
An alternative to the traditional Initial Public Offering

(IPO), ICOs are capital raising tools for new. businesses or

start-ups where in exchange for funding, investors receive
‘crypto-tokens’ that function as shares in the company.
According to Coinschedule, a total of 211 ICOs were
launched globally in 2017 alone, raising a total of almost
US$4 billion. With over 40 ICOs already launched as of
February 2018, this new form of capital raising is showing
signs of becomingla permanent fixture in the digital age.
However, ICOslare still largely unregulated, allowing
virtually anyone to collect funds with the mere creation

.

of a simple white paper. As a result, fraud occurs

on a regular basis with many projects failing to deliver on
their promises. Unsurprisingly, this has led to investors
becoming increasingly sceptical and a number of
legitimate propositions falling through the cracks — a

trend that came to the notice of blockchain enthusiasts
and serial entrepreneurs Nawid Habib and Aleksandar
Martinovi€. Realizing that dubious ICOs were taking resources
away from those with real potential, they came together to
devise a way to help the blockchain community access only
the safest and most promising ICOs on the market: a platform
they coined the name ICO HeadStart.
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The ICO HeadStart Iconomy is powered by the Mother Of All Tokens (MOAT) that plays a variety of utility roles within the platform.

Curating Credible 1COs

The idea for ICO HeadStart was sparked
in 2016 when Nawid and Aleksandar
began investing in ICOs as a form of
hobby. Speaking about their experience
at the MillionaireAsia Blockchain &
Cryptocurrency Summit, Nawid shared,
“We invested in 10 ICOs, of which three
were legitimate and seven were not.
At that point, we wondered how it was
possible for such projects to raise tens
of millions and sometimes hundreds of
millions. So, we wanted to see if it was
possible to build a platform that could
enforce self-regulation.”

Their exploration culminated in a
fundraising platform that measures
how trustworthy an ICO project is, thus
reducing the need for potential investors
to do their due diligence. Backed
by a team of compliance experts,
ICO HeadStart conducts a stringent
screening process before listing any
project on its platform, with in-depth
research into the project and the people
behind it. Rationalizing this process,
Nawid explains, “The community on
average is investing US$275 per person.
You cannot expect that person to invest
hundreds of hours for research. The
platform has to do it for them.”

Meticulous Sereening

To ensure their seal of approval is as
fool-proof as possible, ICO HeadStart’s
screening process comprises three
dedicated stages. The first focuses
on evaluating the project’s legal
aspects to ensure it is committed to
reducing risk for its investors. ICO
HeadStart assigns only experienced and

reputable law firms in the field to conduct
these checks. The second assesses
the project’s viability from a financial,
operational, strategic and commercial
perspective. Each project is rated on

a scale of 0-100 for each criteria, after
which it enters a risk assessment stage
based on the first two protocols.

If a project successfully adheres to
and passes each of the three screening
stages, it receives a certification with
the ICO HeadStart Seal of Approval.
After this, its final approval falls entirely
into the hands of the ICO HeadStart
community of backers.

Empowering The Community
The ICO HeadStart economy of projects
and investors, or the ‘ICOnomy’ is
powered by the Ethereum-based Mother
Of All Tokens (MOAT). All registered
users of the platform exchange Ether
or Bitcoin in return for MOAT tokens as
well as voting rights. These voting rights
democratize the ICO approval process,
giving the community the decisive power
to determine if a project should be
funded. Once a certain project receives
sufficient funds to reach its soft cap, the
project is successfully funded.

This first-of-its-kind ecosystem
requires 0% sign-up fees from backers
and ICO creators. Instead, it offers 100%
profit-sharing. It also employs a unique
buyback option where 80% of profits
secured from the platform are used to
buy back MOAT from token holders,
while 20% are used to fund new ICO
projects. This ensures growth in the
value of the MOAT.
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Embedding Trust

Although the projects that pass may
appear trustworthy at the start, there
are still no guarantees that they will
meet the demands of investors after
receiving funding. Exits are common,
where creators halt the progress of the
project and take off with the amount
raised during the ICO sale. To better
protect ICO HeadStart and its community
should a project fail to deliver, the platform
does not immediately release funds
but holds them in escrow. This involves
only releasing tokens to successful ICO
creators periodically after they achieve
certain milestones. These escrow
contracts or timed-release contracts
are individually drawn up for each ICO,
catering to the needs and expectations of
different projects.

Taking the level of transparency
a notch higher, the platform also uses
smart contracts to allow the team to
closely track a project’s performance.
A new technology made possible
by blockchain, smart contracts are
trackable and irreversible digital
agreements that facilitate, negotiate,
verify or enforce the negotiation or
performance of a contract without the
need for a third party. Not only are smart
contracts much more efficient, they also
minimize manipulation and fraud.

With an airtight combination of
compliance expertise, crowd sourced
approval and secure blockchain
technology, ICO HeadStart is forging
forward in its mission to foster
accountability among ICO creators while
allowing backers to pick out golden
needles in the haystack. /.

Bridging The Old And
New Economy

The ICO HeadStart team
cements its all-round technical
prowess by cobbling together
the collective expertise of
leaders from traditional financial
markets and innovators from the
blockchain industry.

Aleksandar Martinovi¢
Founder & Chief Technical Officer
Aleksandar Martinovi¢ is the
Founder, tech brain and architect
behind the ICO HeadStart platform.
With his entrepreneurial spirit and
technical background, he easily
guides and translates the vision
and goals of ICO HeadStart to the
technical team. Apart from ICO
HeadStart, Aleksandar also owns
several other businesses which
operate throughout Europe.

Martin Bylsma

Chief Operational Officer
Having worked for top multi-
million corporations for over
30 years, Martin Bylsma has a
proven track record in business
development, corporate affairs,
sales and marketing, finance, HR
and operations. As COO of ICO
HeadStart, Martin’s mission is to
create operational excellence to
ensure that backers and creators
enjoy a profitable, successful and
long-term future with the platform.

Nawid Habib
Founder &
Chief Executive Officer

Nawid Habib is the Founder and brain behind the
ICO HeadStart platform. He studied Pharmacy at

the University of Utrecht and became student of the

year in 2010, but soon after he followed his dream to
become a successful serial entrepreneur. He owns
several businesses within diverse fields, ranging from
healthcare to blockchain and software.

Dirk Scheringa
Advisory Board

Dirk Scheringa is a well-known
Dutch businessman who achieved
his biggest successes with his
private bank DSB. In 2007, he
was ranked as Best Overall
CEO and Most Innovative CEO.
Dirk embraces the potential of
blockchain technology and his
extensive experience in banking
and crowdfunding makes him a
key member of ICO HeadStart’s
Advisory Board.

Hans Van Goor

Head of Compliance
Hans Van Goor studied econometrics
and law at the Vrije Universiteit,
Amsterdam. During his career, he
gained considerable knowledge
in compliance, screening over
10,000 businesses per week. As a
strategic partner of ICO HeadStart,
Hans is tasked with screening
projects while also ensuring that
the platform is in compliance with
relevant regulations and standards.

Marjan Oudeman
Advisory Board

With proven achievements in the
process industry, Marjan Oudeman
is skilled in Business Development,
Organizational Development and
Business Process Improvement.
Her list of accolades includes
being named Most Powerful
Businesswoman in the Netherlands
by FEM Business in 2005, and being
awarded the title of Most Important
Woman in the business category by
Dutch magazine Opzijj in 2009.

Ron Van Der Does
Head of Trading

Ron Van Der Does is a successful
banking professional with a track
record in managing diverse teams
both in treasury and corporate
finance. Ron has incredible
knowledge in trading having
worked actively as an FX trader for
32 years. His experience includes
working on the interbank spot
desk for one of the largest London
clearers.
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